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Gill r le t ter  e x c l a s i v e l y .  

'i'hc t r o d t  are Jecreasiny onrt ever) thine 

decrei; s inc ,  hei-rinp t r-odt, menominee, 

v !  whitef ieh,  axl  c v e r y t h i n p  e l s e .  They w e  

not here tfiis sumver at any rate. Last 

& sumrner there was not u s  [-ood f i s h i n g  aroind 

Cheboyran a8 there  w8s  he sLLnmer bef 'ore,  

but t h e r e  was flood f i s h i q  on the 1,ake :b:ich- 

ir;m s i d e  o f  tl:e S t r c i t 8 .  Jast as  cood 

whitefishinC; t h e r e  a year aco a8 t he re  ever 

wai I cuess. "he f i s h  we caucht ap t h e r e  

a y e w  kgo were j u s t  a s  rood size aa a man 

could Kamt, &nd w h a t  f iah  we o o d l d  catch  

this sumner were t-ood h i e  fish. 
". 

4 i ' We f i s h  4 1-2 inch meah g i l l  net8, and 

. 



the poand nets, the 1a1*Cest i s  3 1-2 in t h e  

crib. 

In the p ill net  8 re l n o i L d  n o t  c a t c ?  uny- 

t b i n p  less t h a n  1 1-2 l b .  dressed .  V!e 
%/ 

thet W R S  not many. We f i s h  in t h e  s p r i n g  

at Vaubeshank ,T,iyht House. “ 5 .  A.iat i s  riflht v 
JP” 

up t h e  S t r a i t s  hers about Sii x i l e s .  I t  i s  

on t h e  eoUth  shore about  16 m l l t ? 6  beyond 

W h i t e f t a h  here a t  m y  t i ~ e  of t h e  year, bdt > 
a fellow here  t h i s  s a m e r  !-ot ii c o d p l e  of 

ton8 alonp i n  June w i t 9  a s a i l  boat. ‘ihere 

is not a8 coo5 f ishine in t h e  n o r t h  part of 

Jlake Huron as there i s  i n  the north 1 art o f  flp v+ 

J, J,ake ; i c h i f a n .  ‘l’hc r i l l  net f i s h i n p  2 1 1 d  

7.F year8 a r o  rse j u s t  618 m o d  hers as anywhere, 

but l a s t  s m e r  there were 2 bouts  f‘ishiw 
*w 

out of here and they  d i d  not make their 

expensee, but %he s m e r  before that One man 
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f i s h e d  out of here w i t l t  one boat and made 

Eboxt 91,500. 

T h e y  t' ish a11 the way  fro^ 3 t o  6 m i l e s  

off shore f'!.om S o i s  S l m c  Is land i n  from 25 

to S O  fh thoma.  Specthcle  Reef is one of 

OUI. 1 r i r1cipt : l  f ' ishinp #':rotinds. There  i s  

food trout fis!Tin(- t h e r e  in t h k  smrner, o r  

was at l e a s t .  

In t h e  past t h e r e  were 4 tics fi *inp oa t  

of  here one s p r i n g  and 2 or 3 s a i l  b o s t s .  

Yhct is 4 years uco,--2 of Connables an3 2 

o f  ?oooth's t . r r s .  ':here is a L ~ C :  heen f i s h -  

inc odt aroilrid here fi'orii Pe toa r  this s m e r  

s o  I heard, but did not see i t .  The b o a t 8  

wt-ich fish odt f r o m  here mLild not in5icrrtc 

how milch f i sh inc  was m i w  on i n  t h i s  re- 

e ion .  Corlnable had a couple o f  t u p s  at 

Yaokinaw C i t y  t h i s  eprinp; and s e t  a few 

' net*,  and then the  Mitator ,  one o f  Qooth ' s  

$ip.s,  wa8 here. I cueas the  dtmand fir 
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f i s h  around t!:er-e (3iuckin&w) i s  jAst f o r  i!ie 

InyA3 

s h i p p e d  t o  Clhicsyo,  b-it  a f e w  t o  f r e t r o i t .  

f i sh in l :  rill n e t s .  ..'est everybody lab8 df: 

t h e i r  n e t s  dui.in/: tl ioae months. Ye 3tart 

in us soon as t ' ? e  i c e  c o e s  o u t ,  iityi. c!wi 

!Toveniber f'or wkit ef iah.  In 140ve.-.:ber we 

c a l c d t t c  t o  go to !:mrond's " b y  t!iis f a l l  

f'or n h i t  efi sh. 1'!1t:re is ; ; c R e r & l l y  4,ood 

f i s h i n &  up at B'aubeshcnks i n  t h e  fall for 

* whi te f i sh ,  Ye r u t  :11o8t o f  the whitefish in 

* November, b u t  we ret more t r o u t  than we do 
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0 

e 

whltefieh, Cet  more t r o u t  in October, 

There is I bic[,er fishing In :Jovernber fbr 

whitefish t h a n  8 t  any o the r  t h e  of the 

year. You chnno;, : ir lvo a poclnd net on t he  

rptiwnin~ p o u n d  f o r  whitefish ar it i 8  gan- 

era l ly  stony ,-ro.md and you eannot pet R 

pound net in. 

“he mesh in t h e  till net8 is 4 1-2 For 

~ ~ e r  f ishing and 5 1-2 in the fsll f o r  

both whitefish and trout. We a s t a h  larger 

f i s h  in t he  f a l l .  For. menoaiinse we u88 3 

inch mesh. Be have   gular placer for  

using the menominee Gill nct8. Cannot 

witch ony meno~iineei where you catoh white- 

f i s h  and trorlt. Very s e l & m  get a rhltefim 

where we aatch the menominee, but g e t  a ret 

trout.  You hardly  ever get a rnonomlnee in 

more than 80 or 90 f e r z  of watw, rrM gen- 

erally croft rncldciy bottam, eepoci.111 In tho 

8ummer time. You @an eat& them m8t a11 
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rummor, and spr ing  rnd fa l l ,  a d  oven in tlB 

winter. ‘Ihey 8.m t o  be 811 O V ~ C  rhorwor 

1 have been i n  that depth of rator. Of 

6 0 ~ 8 8  In the  f a l l  they  8ro In shaller watw 

to oprwn, They rpam lmter than the w h i t e  

f ish.  About tho first of neaemh.r they 

bulk  of their speming 18 tho fore part of 

Novembur. The t r o u t  warn in 08tOb.r. 

They do not spawn muoh i n  S0ptmb.r. Thoy 
w 

como arhoro then, but thtBg are araund a h a -  

lor r a t e r  quite 8 while befbre thoy 8p.m. 

A good rig a r o d  here i a  about 100 n o t r .  

The nota are about 500 feet long. A tug 9 
generally fiahor about 56 net# in Bang, 

a d  haa 4 ~ e n ~ a ,  8nd their n a t r  aro a l l  800 

fbwt low. liore thoy ham t o  lift w a r y  

&& 4 dayr generally. They ?lrh 3 ewe hero 
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91 i n  t h e  spring early eomvtlmar.  In the 

spi-in(: we [ e t  a 4;ood many rhitef irh i n  OUT 
0 4 9  

w e l l1  n e t a ,  br\t do not cretch the.,, in Lake 

I!uron. "'e set oQt  hero Lhi8 wring and 

rude 3 l i f t s  a n d  o n l y  g o t  on. f i rh .  We 

always s e t  our' net8 on the bottom. 

In tlie r i l l  ne t s  18 ta l to trout, whitofiah 
6+& 

w und menominees. ( ' e t  no ~ . l l - e ) ~ d  pike t o  

9 speak of. GOT, s or 4 lort  weak in tho 

+T+ menominue pill nets .  b e t  a few h o v e l -  v 
nosed F i k e ,  ana a fo8 poroh and hwrim 

mixed in. Do not g 8 t  a n y  blrok ba8u in  tho 

g i l l  n e t s ,  not- ca~firhea, nor r~urgean. Do 

not  Gat an); roak or aalieo bar., or rheapa- 

r)ro h3" 

wrL.."f" 
HW 

head. We  re^ the laryorr urd muokerr, 

Never raw, or henrd of, a won-oya. 

. -  
with the nienorninees in the fall.  Do not 

@ get the  blue f in .  Tha long-jar you oan 

hardly t e l l  from a herring, o d y  thoir Wd8r 
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bifferent fish altofTether. P. black f in  I r  

j u s t  about like a rhitefieh, only t h e i r  

fin8 are blaok. They are about t h e  r q n  

sire a8 the l o n p j a r .  I nevor 8taw any that 

would 8eigh over 2 1-2 lbs. I do not think 

they wouJQ 8verae8 much orer.1 1-2 lb. 

The herring will average 1-4 l b .  apieao. 

Thry w i l l  probably be about 8 lnoher long on 
A 

an avorage. 

With tho s m a l l  boats  re leave the net. 
34 * & out  about 3 nightrr. The f i sh  dll 8tay  in 

good condit ion that lencth of time. ' May be 

onao in a while a bad one, hut aa r u l e  

they are a l l  r ight .  

There m a  a f e l l o r  f'rom netour had t v r  5 A r e  long; t i m e  ago. It must be 1% or 15 

y r r r r  ago. They f'iahed thir plaae out onae * 
before you know; that ~ a 8  about 8 yoarm .go; 

00 that th8y oould  not artoh anything. They 
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d i d  I t  with tugs. And t h e y  threw t h e  0ff; l  

In t 3 e  lake and T think that hurt the fish- 

in(. a l s o .  Tbat $ 8  net a mad p r a o t i c e ,  and 

I have an idea that  is whdt i 8  the mEttcr 

w i t h  t h a t  p l a e e  up at Wnuberhanh. I do 

not  think t h e y  threw any in there t h i s  8-0 

m e r  to m o u n t  t o  anything, but they dl0 a 

year a p ,  hecnuee you roultl get your n e t r  

full ai it there attor a gale of r i d .  Xow 

t h e y  qeneral ly  take the of fa l  up to t h e  

dwrfpinf frnunrta. 

They s imply  f i shed  it out here and then *, / l o t  i t  alone for 3 or 4 yearm and it wa8 SJ# about a8 ~ o o d  au ever. They f l shed out 
w 

bath trout en3 whitetirh cnb the whitefish 

never c a n 0  hack, but tho trout d i d .  There 

ram rood fiskiw for whitefish before that. 

The trout l l v e  on herring and srall  flrh. ?$$.A 

I think whiteffrh r i l l  p & q  out on these 

ltLe8 before long myway, there i e  80 much 
w '"8.J 
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d i r t  around. 

t'e cet harder f irh  in t h e  pound net0 

beaaumr: t h e )  are till a l i v e  when we take  

thein, but would fTet 8 larger f i s h  in she 

gill n e t e  ar:d aan s e l l  them for j u s t  88 good 

a p r i u e .  A f i s h  tha t  is t o o  s o f t  t o  r e l l  

freeh c a n  b e  s n l t e d  a l l  right, and. there aro 

always more or less salt  f i s h  f r o m  gill net 

fish. 

I t!iink t h e  reamn the fish are deorear- 

w- in6 i o  beoaure there are so many of them 
4 

caueht. I think f irhing  amall m e r h  poJnd 

f / net6 ha8 more  to do with  the  dearease than 

a n , t h i w  else. 'rho most of them @enerULly 
pv3c 

fib 2 1-2 inch mesh. They are tillowed 

to f i sh  ti m n a l l  mesh f o r  herring and menomi- 

neea. Tho rutp::lLar d z e  iar herriw i s  

2 1-2 and for rhitef'i8h 3 -1-2. You cannot * 
C 8 t O h  herring on the whitefish ground8 when '> the w h i t e f i r h  are there. They get the f i n e  
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mesh n e t 8  on t h e  whitefish p-ounds, I 8 8 W  

13 whiteflrh this spring  that juat  reiched *+ , 
w 1 lb. after  t h e y  were clresaed. It is a l l  

rich% t o  u s e  2 1-2 inch m e s h  if y o u  use it w 
In t h e  propor p l a u e ,  and proper tim, and 

you w i l l  not Ref a n y  whitef i sh  at all. 

Xn t h e  fall is tho t h e  for herring--in 
/+J 1 -’ Oatober and Xoverrber. You can ceneral ly  

c a t c h  them on the sam grodnds t he  rhitefiuh 

are on in the  spriw, but there  r i l l  not be 

any whitefish there in the f a l l .  I th ink  

they  should not he alloxed LO put thoae 

ana11  pound net8 in at a l l  in the spring. 

They do not w a n t  to put R herring net in 

over 50 f ee t .  They eatah whitefish in the 

spring in 12 feet  sometimes. You m f g h t  cat 

a fer  h8rring thmoeh the  aprin(: and a u m e r  

s here, but i t  would not pay t o  fish for them 

then. Some have made a b t a l n e 8 s  of aatah- 
J((yylcj 

h& herrlng here, but it is a am11 bU8heS8. 
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T h e  herring l e f t  here 811 at Onue about 6 

years seo. T h e r e  was R time when one man 

up here about ti m i l e s  pat up 1,200 paakag08 

of herring one f a l l  with one n e t ,  but  you 

cannot &I it now. 

I nevur heard of any one catching menomi- 

nee8 in the p o m d  ne t8  rtiuch. That 1 8  8 

gi l l -net  fish, and about t he  only way you 

@an catch them. 

I guess there is more pout16 netting than 

g i l l  netting around he re ,  even tEikinp t h o  

t u g e  into  conside!*ation. 

Therc i s  not muoh opearim here In t h e  

winter. 'i'ha;; take o n l y  troclt and they a r m  

large oner. 

I do not think t h e  offal should be throm 

baek into the water. S8wdust 3oe8 not 

bother u8 any, but the lops  do. They 

our  net8 all to pieoer In a eale of rid. 

Thew 018 rrunlren log8 travel on the bottan 
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whan there is a gale of rind or a ourrent. 

The rslft8 do not bother UI any. Thu bark 

doea rome, but I do not rr~~pp;ose thoro is m y  
(3 Iw.” 

help for that .  We get l o t 8  of bark in our 

net8 in the deep hole8 around here. If we 

get 8 good doe@ of it we thmr the net8 

away. Wo are troubled a good d8.l by 

e* d ?* olinkerr aroLVYf here. They ore a hard 

t h i q  on tho n e t r .  Ths g i l l  netr would not 

8WfW from the rowdurt much but you t a k e  

theae rhingle millo along the shore and they S+ 
throw a11 their  refame wood into  the rater. 

There is  a e o o d  deal of  that sinkr, and i t  

tear6  the note. X think there i r  a law 

apninut their t h r O W i n g l  it in the river, but 

do not know how it is in the  lake. There 

m e  m i l l o  that throw their refure in to  the 

laker. YOU tpho the80 I I l i l l D  WOUnd here 

they generally di8poao of thoir refuse, a11 

esxelcpt t h i o  water mill up here ion the river), 
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and they throw t h e i r  rawdurt and a cood part 

of t h e i r  refure i n t o  t h u  river. Somu day0 

you will ree &hi8 rivor uover*ed with it. 

They have t ~ m g ,  b a t  I do not know how it 

r o r k r .  I know t b e y  put a good deal of thear 

rawduit i n  that  field there, but there i r  a 

good do81 of i t  comer down the r i v e r  s l r o .  

I do not know whether the tannery i o  doing 
&+7 

m y  hem 0.c not. I know they  nu8t throw 

quite a l o t  o f  rtuff in t h e  river,  because 

i t  haw ahanged the o d o r  of the  water a inca  

they have been hurt?, but I 90 n o t  know how 

i t  affect8 t h e  fish. I think the wall-eyed 
d4 

?? ’ p i k e ,  peroh and shovel-nosed pickerel q a r n  
p, 

around t h e  river here. I do not t h i n k  mny J . 4 7  
Y 

aturgeon go in the rivor, and we do not h8ro 

many otureeon about here anymy.  

I think t h e m  rhould be different r e s -  

lation8 in remrd to pound net8 than there 

, w e  now. I do not think they should be al- 

&owe4 t o  f irh small merh pound net8 in the ,,/ # w 
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r p r i n f ,  at dl. The proyur s ize  me8h for  

t h e  herj-inp- n e t 8  wobld Se 2 1-2 incherr;, md 

t 5 e y  ehouli be c-llowed to f ieh  that only  in 

ille f a l l .  I 30 rwt &?!ink t h e y  should be 

r.llowod to f i s h  them on rh i te f i eh  rparning 

.PJ 

~ r o u n d s ,  but  I 20 not know a8 it w o d d  make 

a E r e u t  deal of d i f f e r e n o e  ar you oannot 

ca tch  many a i , . a l l  u h i t e f i e h  there anyway. 

The slyall ones Bo not aeem t o  apmm. 

In the ordinary pound ne t6  the 118rh 

ahoilld not be less than 3 1-4 or 3 1-2. A 

4 inah mesh wodld l e t  8 pretty big ahi te f i rh  

tht-ouch, and I would prefer 3 1-2 inch. A 

4 inch mesh woilld let a Q o . 1  rhitefi6h 

through, weiehing 1 1-4 Ib8. d1'esuBd. 

I think there shoirld be =me k i n d  of l a w  

t o  atop them t h r o w i n g  o f fa l  in the lake. 

pore it would be a good thing t o  have a 

c lose  88a8onB but I do not sf38 what difter- 



una. thore is in  the time o f  year you aatoh 

them. If l o a  catoh a whitef ish in t h e  

aprinf:  yoi l  ure d e s t r o y i w  just as much apamr 

aa tho.@ s o ~ l  oedght him i n  t!ie f a l l .  I 

think i t  w o d d  f ' r o b a b l y  be a good thing to 

have 8 c l o s e  ae&son,horaver. Thore i s  an 

awP& l o t  of f i s h  crru&ht when they  are 

spawning. 

#/ X do not tl! ink there ahould be  any i0 .2  
J W  !P' 

Y 

4', whitefaah cawlit at a l l .  I riever a- very 

think t h e y  oilght to catah  an^ smaller t r o u t  

than t h e y  do w h i t  efiah. 

If the podmi net8  were LOO c lore  t h e y  

would eoon catch a1 t he  fi 8h.out and would 

not get any at a l l .  I think if these laker  
/ 

2;"' were l e t  alone for a few years there would * 
rp+* be p i l e s  of f'i8h here. 

2 There i r  no v e r y  good place  for get t ing  

d'fl' rhitefiah egg. about here. The b86t place  

4 
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I know of is  Detour. There were no fish 

planted herc t k i s  8umner at  all. 1 do not 

tiiink i t  w o d d  p a y  for a man t o  oome around 

here in t h e  fall for rh8t whiteflah epga ho 

mond's ?a>,  hut I do not  t h i n k  it would pay. 

Ye a1.e 10R m i l e s  fran Alyena here. Harn- 

4 Yhere is a h i p  c;tri*ent in these S t . r c r l t r  at 

times. 

We p u t  lime on o u r  c i l l  nets  t o  keep 

Eoycy them. We wash t h e m  with it once Q mmth. 

It cut6  the sl im an& everything off. 0111 e% 
nct8 will last pcnera l ly  about 2 8e8sons. 

T h e r e  are placer on t h e  Canada shore, et 

Serpent River, where t h e y  t a k e  s t u r ~ e o n .  

I saw 150 taken out of 5 pound nets  a-ut 

5- 
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